JRTeI - 3tidi & SMEMRVa T & fapra IR iR, 1600 Yai-Yferli o ferwivr oot it firedt gt

feR %2 6 eIRfpH IFvAS D deiof

65 &R ARUTAS DI
BIRA Tl A BT

e, ferge =g | Wew H 26
Wﬁﬂﬁaﬁmﬂqﬂﬁ
1 o1 2T | 9 37ETET 1600
T ger-fert 1 <t fmfon e
ST | ATH T A it
et 3 gEEr H 3 Heon
aﬁu%ﬁﬂmﬁwﬂmﬁr
Y 1 T T2 91 3 Fa 5
ST A FTSTTR AT T % TEe
a1 fTTo o fean ST | 21t
TEER 2025 F Yee UEE AN
7o -ferd S S|

Tt s o gt <Fide
FAR HI ool T T A &
AT ST o (oo o 8
Ufteies g E 1 = HrerEr
F1 Hfere 3 5l 9§ & s
e fopdl | 379 e I
TEH S A I faar &
3 TR RO S A1
?’%m@mﬁﬂﬁvﬁmﬁa

| SR AT S H
%ﬁﬂfﬂli’l?%ﬁafgﬁ ﬁ
e FSI THTEe] &l W9 99
firer eI

foF ovret o o 7% 10 29I

mww 6823Ydidl | 3RR: 231 93D
SeREIpAI | s iR | Jifiidr fergad
AR | i e o ﬁgTa’I
46099 Jei-Yferar €1 E&?i 5 B
- IEiER_Zozsaquﬁ 74 37414 3751 R ﬁﬁmﬁaﬁu@?ﬁm%ME
ﬁﬂﬁﬂish?gﬂqm HE, TP 6823 W BN | oo mo e ) dern
. TREA B 6 8 139 Fide W
A W AISHI TIH B e | 96 PR ;
— ; il + 19 & g1t | forarn 9 HRTd S &
= B il iRy ol an 883 g W& & 15 507
| ofmipRmiaol | D CSTIEE | i s 231 @
3ol : JRNB AR | amianzdie %?m%w
3 07 8 3 o o e @, 4wl el uferel & T g iy | 31T 0 g koft 7l 2
mga_gm 2o < Y T U 3 STl fopan ST | G e & b G- Wﬁmﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁ““ﬁﬂm
: gferd &1 0 3R e T A1 R W a4 T 3R Yei-Yferd e | 31 & T 9% 231 WERD
IR T=H Uh £ 5 B R i ) 8 v e o R T & | R gy | SR @ o v
e bkl Lo Skt Bl bial S IR S L
@1 e 1 580 e DY
- %mq@mﬂmaﬁﬁsﬂma: A QA
fereirfie Ge®i &1 S fFa 600 T4 Jo-Uferdl & fmfor 1 &t =it S| S, Fmfor it G5 faem =1 Hae o 9= &
| S WA 13 R AA A fSrrar ser-2em el 3 R R1 uF gw # 9w
Hewi & fmfor @t A A 2| oW Siafa o SHYEIW 3w 100 Wl aw F yA-edl  STHmIfoTs dedl gRT gel faan e
SR STelTe A Bk feheiritet ﬁw&Trruq& whAgeife  witmradusdfaamem,  on g8 FEi e S aw e
i =1 fmfor fafs=y <ot I I A F Ted STk 399 MU oial ol 1 TRT § oI onl 39 R W
2l It gewh! % fmio % fow  Fminfeer tsag@ fefv fom fasm % s ge afe e
T e UF TR YOyl ARl i e S R %A S| UF A § FR (e, st ggE qnmeEa
FimrREmaaw e SEE gl @ o R e s S § a5 3 a0 f e ek dysm asE w1

tlz-n, ﬁwaﬁrl T F
HHA
aﬂﬁ&m) aﬂﬁ A
EoTTRR - Weleeh! W g 2ri|
AR I A F fawm &
T A e 3 S e
37 e o 3 7w e feam
el 15 feAl W weerat amdior
! 1 R0 F 3 I
T R Fom 2 P T 2

wErEE ¥ Teagt w1, 39%

ot & 2 O A E

ST 3R 32 el gt o 2 |
g&A w3 e o arf

m g el ¥ fdiemdr
W ST81 3 b e, i

P EiferR-agm atel
Al A wmitee el
o I5D UG

i 3 ge eiell @i & auf
| U WSS W g &l 1w
f&an | 321 g b e
4200 B¢ el d g9m@ct & forg
AUEE T F U R
o4 | T &1 Wi erforrea
awtor gl & e @

I & g TevEg aeiol 4
T B femfor Bt wipha 1

R Y yIF JHAR 9 TR &l
AT e Y SN
demge o9 ¥ o1 faumi ¥
SRl ¥ S FUE REaT
T A ] FET S




70 AT A eI 39 dTell Bl Ui o BU BT HUd Feilol

AT, 7 fewdt

WO e R e
gm% ﬂmﬂmmqm
S0 o il ) AR W
| it 1 | e fF T
1 9 e a1 70 W O sifes
TW T T A 9 w7
R T YR 9 e e
Hferm feeiit | g e | w8 F0E
gl A e @ e 5
amafta 34 disn 1 e el %

3TRISHI IoT1 BT GRRT §T, Bide = <l Hopd], uﬁmﬁ?nﬁ@mﬁg@ﬁaﬁﬂgﬁm?ﬁﬁqﬂmw ﬂ‘ﬁ“fm ﬁ?ﬁmfﬁﬂj !
o 2, A @ duR g alead
r Haﬂ%mmmm%mm p= Aot e @1 @YW arel i Jar wd A ’;‘;fmm.},,ww
Eb g ' S 0 S 9 0, T R SO | e
6 P ¥ 39 R A Wi IR VIR 4 e Solial T T U1 2 Fe et e | 2,
v A g o B g 2 | i) e s W o el 3ot 6 (R e ) e e | A1 96 @ I 10,900 BRI5 B
TS S W 70 WG T mg%ﬂmﬁ%‘aﬁﬁmmm;dmmﬁ?m i i - 51 e
& ] A ) a1 B EGIED T R MR A e e (T A
5 oy R e e et 2080 0, T ol i e e ) e ) ‘;ﬁ“gﬂ“ﬂ?ﬁ’"“‘m
ot it we o Fola v & 1 g o 6 iy ¥ EIEl e &, & oS g it e e Wi e - e o e bt
G A L 02 a1 e [ S S S———————————— £ %, & © [ W 2 u i Dk R D o ST Ui i o
e il | - e e e ST £ e At s A | i | % Y e Al ot et g Y 1246 1% BRI B Had
ER T E i e i i M e R TR TR e e e o 2 i v e O R VS i [ i s e 2 Bl A
Yol § A A O F TR €, S A Fel 10 o 0 # T IRER F R e aRe e Seons 8§ 5 a5 am

%ﬂuaﬁﬂaﬁqrgmnﬂnﬁw
& TEd Sl AT S
i 1 W e f O
e vt afe
im, W
WHAW T e i

&3 % WA WEHHAT S
B (TR WS )
oo el o =EaT F 70 T
1 afers 5% % T afee e
F =0 A F Ted TR

ot T = T, A o 70 ||
Y i 9 & 0 Ww §
| 2 HEET 5 HUTRT AT

T | A 38 ot # A T

Fay oo otz Fd ofEr g 9

E A 2R F = Oeeg ' 4
%iﬁi‘n S

W E F 9§ AR T

et o FEAT T A
¥ WEd 55 FI5 O HEE W
W TRET T W g9 i
SR T & Fe R T T

70 Wy | W 39 & T W
o A o, T sE

e &
- 10 % &)



TIeH-3 21Eq A1 W IS St Bt [=1

c‘cﬁ mmmmq?ﬁﬁiﬁwmwaﬂﬂmﬁhw

ﬁmﬁhuwé’ "-“:FIJ‘JIW——
T W0 mibe 1 FHeae |
U 0 T W AEEE o
U, A GO UF WE
fFeT S 3 Far 7 d9og-
? TET & oA oW ° TS
T F U T EEaa
Wmmmamraﬂ

% ool g - AR 3 THaR B 31,350 FTAIC & 3 Sefdeq
TR & o 9 TEr & o 12,461 T8 0 & o 3 9o
& & 1 3 ufviera @ 3T ane w4 fivaf-ad fom S g 1 gfe
g1t O AT 1 e g i IR O i o eh T e R e |
378 200 HAIE 7 @1 UHAHTH] © folU U BR18 B0 Ui HIaiE 31
TR T fn Fmem | 200 SAE @ afgE A oigmai s fe
200 913 T T 75 TG B0 Of SATE 6 THeA e S

F I GER & | HSH W/

AR S | T el e
F e R g e
KL IR U EE

el 2 Well § 10,500 Fg

T o 9 7SR o @9 e
Al | & A 21 T A |
Tl | @1 Al wgem 4
FI 3T &)

e 4 7o g @ 7-
BiE mﬂﬁrfﬁmn

dfge 3 v 9 TG BRIBA 1 W 35 &

g 5 o 38 @91 | TR 3R Sear] 3 6T e YRATFH 3
o foyer 5t Ao P o1 T &1 T & | TRON S 590 (o 3l
76} 4 3 1R D13 B 1 NieH 70 2 | 0ot s Ser a1 e
T S a1 5 PRI B 3579 HRA & 96T R S daid
=TT, i1e1 30 W13 D1 985 O © | 0P e R 3R e
e O w4E] A 3 99 Yad 998 AR Feay @ R EE
B @ folu Frleron 3R T e o e 20 | 39 W ©

- TiHH, TR TOTEI & o1 3eTE, 9 X 98 9e07d, Tebard 3 aiee

B 5 T ) el AR G2 @ I w1 30 Ol e B |

tios - 310 o 49 St o ggm
a1 3R 54 U wE viTe e 4 95
TRl e £ STefiem e @ A o
o 4 e ¥ gl & el 4 giard o 3 fr

] Tl HerT | 559 Sl foegd Ao 3 aail
T, IS A 2 39 59 & | o
A R | -7yws A, gurEl

A=A o 9 =0 F U B
21 390 62,500 & wel
disHl T Hi™ 70 T HI
wd 2| aera 7 fF ol

T W & W H S g6 e
Ffae 3 qun-E-a9 W= #
o 3 e s 2, faad
gftee il #1099 Eied &
fon TR 1 M S S



WRied Ricl & fabra & v a9 381 orRiasE

5 & 8 ficil A uefed

aﬁmmﬁfﬁam

HRAT =1 | T[0T
Waﬂaaﬁﬁmi
5 3 HWEe % 3 fae #§
T F HEE o 39 FAm
F oo 29 & ooAd =e @

3 fen P @ T Eea

aerEe S 18-19 fadsm 1

30+ 9 27 fader
aﬁﬁm;rﬁﬁ

Tl 21 aff fym 9 56 5=
foea & © wied F I
1 A i e
¥ 39 Hia H@99 FAE 3 THE

W@ﬁ b

%71 81 T eI | 2ITH G
a9 | foet & 35 famm & v
=1 Heifer T frdld TR F
fe T

forer & aman wieAy um, e FA d wH @
vz, WO T, T o FieRs SR Y HHG 3
Wiz e & s T e & T At W
F1 Harit &) S H 59 ST W o i
off Te el S| W e & S Y e A
G i ST SR A WHA T S T T F
BT WeFel Hle] STUIS o R ofgal, Sire o 337 S 6
HE =g, S H SHETe SRe-sT & gl i W
19 20| SR 3 P S e S R

AS®, UftagH, aidraiol daak O IR &l 361 O
p fore) ¥ vezan %1 T & forg gl 1 GeT S & A
qftera e F1 §aF 51 W1 T8 1 ATe] F e
T3 % [T T 5T F2 T O F A T &) T
T it 31 oot nfg il 3 wislos wRiE #i Hied
FRaT =7 18T 21 Sl 1 IEm Y wiEA % o 3 e W
FIH B T Bl B T8 YE S o6 T qH S g
HA T, Fiw, T



Modi sets $500bn
electronics sector
milestone for 2030

Agencies
letters@hindustantimes.com

GREATER NOIDA: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi has set an
ambitious USD 500 billion tar-
get for the country’s electronics
sector. At present, the electron-
ics manufacturing sector is
estimated to be about USD 150
billion, growing at a rapid pace
over the past decade.

“Look at how far we have
come. Today, India’s electron-
ics sector is worth more than
USD 150 billion. And now our
targetis even bigger. By the end
of this decade, we want to take
our electronics sector to USD
500 billion. This will create
about 6 million or 60 lakh jobs
for the youth of India,” PM
Modi said on Wednesday,
addressing the inaugural ses-
sion of three-day ‘Semicon
India 2024’ event in Greater
Noida.

“Our goal is that 100 per cent
of electronic manufacturing
should happen in India. India
will make semiconductor chips

b [l i -:‘.KI II oha
PM Narendra Modi at an exhibition during the inauguration of

and the finished product too,”
PM Modi added.

The three-day conference
will showcase India’s semicon-
ductor strategy and policy
which envisions making India a
global hub for semiconductors.

Semiconductors have grown
into a crucial resource, espe-
cially as the geopolitical chasm
between Beijing and Washing-
ton continues to widen and
importers look to reduce their
reliance on overseas producers
in locations such as China and
Taiwan. Several countries
including the US, Germany,
Japan and Singapore are
investing aggressively to boost
domestic chipmaking, ensuring
supply of the components
needed for technologies from
Al to electric cars.

PM Modi explained that
while industries invest and cre-
ate value, the government on
the other hand provides stable
policies and Ease of Doing
Business.

Informing that India’s con-
tribution to the world of

SEMICO
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SEMICONIndia 2024, in Greater Noida, on Wednesday PTI

designing is 20 percent and is
growing continuously, PM
Modi said that India is creating
a semiconductor workforce of
85,000 technicians, engineers
and R&D experts.

“India is focused on making
its students and professionals
industry ready”, the Prime Min-
ister remarked, recalling the
first meeting of the Anusan-
dhan National Research Foun-
dation which aims to give new
direction and energy to India’s
research ecosystem. He also
mentioned a special research
fund of 21 trillion.

Prime Minister Modi empha-
sized, “India’s semiconductor
ecosystem is a solution not just
for India’s challenges but also
for global challenges.”

The government has so far
approved five semiconductor
units in India, of which con-
struction in two sites is on, and
soon the work in the rest three
will start.

India is trying to woo more
chipmakers into the country,
much the same way subsidies
have encouraged Apple Inc. to
assemble $14 billion in iPhones
in the South Asian nation.
Modi's administration has so
far approved more than $15 bil-
lion worth of semiconductor
investments. These include a
proposal by conglomerate Tata
Group to build the country’s
first major chip plant and US
memory maker Micron Tech-
nology Inc.’s envisioned $2.75
billion assembly facility in
Modi’s home state of Gujarat.
Israel’s Tower Semiconductor
Ltd. is seeking to partner with
billionaire Gautam Adani for a
$10 billion fabrication plant in
western India.

In June 2023, the Union Cab-

continuedon=7



Climate, tourism threaten to bleed out Lakshadweep’s corals

Lakshadweep’s ecology has been imperilled by
heating seas and a string of tourism projects.
HT, in a series supported by the Pulitzer
Center, looks at the changes that have hit the
vibrant archipelago off India’s southwest coast

Jayashree Nandi
and Tannu Jain

letters@hindustantimes.com

KAVARATTL: Saheer Ali, a diving
instructor, first noticed mass
bleaching of corals in the shallow
lagoon on the western coast of
Kavaratti Island in April. The whit-
ened reefs brought on a sense of
deep grief — “the kind when you
see aloved one in pain”.

“The ocean is our home. It gives
us peace. It is also our bread and
butter. It is our life,” says Ali, 40,
sitting outside his diving centre on
arecent rainy day in September.

Scientists hope some corals will
survive the mass bleaching that
occurred this year but the larger
question is: whether the climate
crisis will spare the coral atolls
thatare Ali's home?

The heat stress in Lakshadweep
(Laccadive Sea) and in southeast-
ern India was record-setting in
2024, according to
Derek P Manzello,
Coordinator,

NOAA Coral Reef
Watch, Center for
Satellite Applica-

of the deeper outer lagoon was
32°C but the surface water in the
shallow lagoon was even warmer,
around 36 Cduring the peak heat-
ing period in April and May. How
can corals survive that heat?” asks
Anwar Hussain, a Kavaratti-based
fisherman.

The simple answer:

They cannot

“Corals, in general, survive in tem-
perature thresholds of 20 to 29°C.
An increase of 2 degrees beyond
that can negatively impact most of
species, and that is what caused
mass bleaching here in Lakshad-
weep,” explains Alvin Anto, a
Kochi-based researcher who
focuseson corals, and the (under-
water) photographer for this
series.

Months later, on another dive,
Anto found thata few corals were
recovering. “Bleaching is over now
as the monsoon has set in and

temperatures have
reduced margin-
ally. However, not
all corals were able
tosurvive,” he says.

To explain the

tions and Research phenomenon,
Satellite Oceanog- LAKSHAD‘NEEP Roxy Mathew Koll,

raphy & Climatol- AT CROSSROADS  climate scientist at
ogy Division. _ Indian Institute of
The metric used Tropical Meteorol-

to gauge heat stress on corals is
called Degree Heating Weeks
(DHW). It shows how much heat
stress has accumulated in an area
over the preceding three months
by adding up any temperature
exceeding the bleaching threshold
during that time. It is a measure of
both the magnitude and duration
of the thermal stress.

In 2024, Lakshadweep reached
9.2 DHWSs, and southeastern India,
9 DHWs. The prior record for Lak-
shadweep was 6.7 DHW in 2010; it
was 6.9 DHW for SE India in 2016,
says Manzello.

This heat was felt by diversand
fishermen who are now desperate
to save the lagoon and coral reefs
from damage. “The temperature

ogy, says, “Thisis the fever phase.
Some corals can revive if cool tem-
peratures return. As we go
towards frequent marine heat
waves, frequent extreme tempera-
tures and a permanent marine
heat wave state, the fever will lead
to deaths, coral mortality.

“That is what we are truly
scared of,” says Koll, calling for
“attention to coral species that
actually support marine biodiver-
sity”

Coral reefs are considered the
rainforests of the sea and repre-
sent the most biodiverse ecosys-
tem in the oceans. It is estimated
that roughly 25% of all marine spe-
cies associate with coral reefs at
some point in their lives, Thus, the

large-scale death of corals and
degradation of coral reefs threat-
ens the survival of one in four of
every living organism in the ocean,
Manzello explains.

“These ecosystem  services
include things such as coastal pro-
tection from storms and sea-level
rise... many new pharmaceuticals,
including experimental cancer
drugs, are being developed from
novel organic compounds discov-
ered on coral reefs,” he says.

Replying to a question in Lok
Sabha on bleaching events in the
last five years, Kirti Vardhan Singh,
the junior minister for environ-
ment, said: “Coral mass bleaching
is a natural phenomenon across
global waters due to change in the
global climate change followed by
anincrease in sea surface temper-
ature... Coral bleaching events
have been reported during March
2024 in Lakshadweep. During
2023, 2022, 2021 and 2020, the
events of coral bleaching were not
significant..”

He further called it "a sporadic
event” and said “such incidents do
not have a major impact on local
economy such as tourism and fish-
ermen as of now”, even as he went
on to list various government
schemes to conserve corals.

Time is running out

But, the devastation of coral reefs
in Lakshadweepis only a manifes-
tation of how climate change is
threatening the very existence of
India’s only coral atolls—the ring-
shaped reef formations which cre-
ateislands surrounded by lagoons.
These islands are made of coral
and coral dust as opposed to soil.
Will Lakshadweep thrive, with
water so clear and pristine, colour-
ful corals and marine life?

It'sdifficult to say.

The Arabian Sea’s character
has undergone a major shift —
from arelatively calm water body
compared to the Bay of Bengal toa
oneof rather rough and unpredict-
able disposition in recent years.
Therate of increase in sea surface
temperatures over Arabian Seais
higher than that of Bay of Bengal
based on data from 1982 to 2023,
according to scientists at Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteorology.

Meanwhile, the Centre plans to
promote Lakshadweepas a major
tourism destination with lagoon
villas and tent cities planned in dif-

L

An aggregation of damsel fish in the thic|

ferent inhabited and uninhabited
islands. Lakshadweep hasa land
area of only 32sqkm with 10 inhab-
ited and 26 uninhabited islands.

HT filed an RTI seeking infor-
mation on the various tourism
projects planned in the Union ter-
ritory to increase tourist footfall.
The response from the tourism
ministry states that under Swa-
desh Darshan 2.0, Lakshadweep
has been identified as a destination
for development.

The ministry of tourism
launched its flagship scheme of
“Swadesh Darshan”in 2014-15 and
provided financial assistance to
the states, Union territories and
central agencies for development
of tourism infrastructure.

In another RTI, filed with the
Indian National Centre for Ocean
Information Services (INCOIS), HT
sought details of sea level rise
around Lakshadweep islands and
records of marine heatwaves. The
organization, under the ministry
of earth sciences, said the “infor-
mation sought doesn'tqualify and/
or doesn't lead to any category of
information as specified under the
definition of ‘information’ defined
under 2(f) of RTI ACT 2005.”

Theinformation, however, was
available with climate scientists.

According to Koll, the rate of

2

sea level rise in the Indian Ocean
was recorded at about 3cmy/decade
during the past few decades,
which is projected to increase to
about 5 cm/decade. More than half
of the sea level rise in the Indian
Ocean is in fact due to thermal
expansion of water in response to
rising temperatures.

“Future climate projections
from our research indicate the
Indian Ocean will be in a near-per-
manent marine heatwave state by
2060, when global warming
crosses 2°C. This can be a death
knell for many coral species,” he
says.
“Past observations suggest sea
level rise over Lakshadweep
islands is around 3-5 mm per year.
This is a large number. This could
be impacting the atolls in the
islands. With warming to con-
tinue, thesea level rise is expected
to continue,” says M Rajeevan,
former secretary, ministry of earth
sciences and climate scientists,

According to documents seen
by HT on the environment minis-
try’s Parivesh website, M/S Praveg
Limited, a Gujarat-based tourism
company, has sought island clear-
ance regulation zone (ICRZ)
approval for “establishment of a
resort facility, encompassing
accommodation, dining, recrea-

kets of a branching Acropora corals in Agatti.

ALVIN ANTO

tional amenities, and associated
infrastructure” in Agatti with a
built-up area of 20015 m2.

The company, on its website, is
advertising these tent resorts as
appropriate for “exceptional desti-
nation weddings, corporate
events, and private gathering spa-
ces”. Theseresorts are among the
many projects being planned for
theislands.

HT reached out to Praveg Ltd
on August 25 and on September 5,
seeking response on how many
tourists the tent cities can accom-
modate and how these facilities
comply with ICRZ 2019, There was
noresponse from the company till
the time of going to print.

Further, the Niti Ayog is plan-
ning development of eco-tourism
projects on the islands with water
villasand beach villas.

“I do not think lagoon villas are
possible here. Reefs will com-
pletely collapse if you build these
villas. Moreover, our islands do
not have the capacity to support
tourism. Islanders are barely man-
aging with basics, some basic food
and desalinated water. If tourists
come in large numbers, the sensi-
tive balance in the tiny islands will
fail,” says Ali.

There is also a worry that tour-
ism proiects are being prioritised

for outsiders and will not benefit
locals.

The warming Arabian Sea is
also eating away at the islands.
“Thewinds change suddenly now,
and surface and underwater cur-
rents also change. It has become
like the Bay of Bengal,” says Hus-
sain, the fisher from Kavaratti,

Separately, the warming has
made the water acidic which fur-
ther threatens the reef framework
of the limestone structures built by
corals and threatens the survival
of marine life. “The cause is noth-
ing but carbon. Can the people of
Lakshadweep solve this problem?
No. The global community has to
do thisto save us from disappear-
ing,” says Ali.

Lakshadweep's

appeal to the world

“The projection still stands that
1.5°C global warming will see a
70 to 90% loss of coral reefs over
time, a 2°C warming will lead to
up to 99% loss, with regional dif-
ferences. Coral species will sur-
vive in somewhat cooler pockets
in deeper waters,” says Hans-O
Poertner, marine biologist and
Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change’s Working Group [
co-chair, lead author of IPCC
WGIIL AR5, chapter 6 on Ocean
Systems.

“Best protection for corals is
by stopping net emissions of CO2
into the atmosphere. This is the
shared responsibility of all
nations according to the sum of
their historical and present con-
tributions to greenhouse gas
emissions,” Poertner adds.

The question is how Lakshad-
weep can develop in a way that
doesn't harm its biggest resource
— its coral reefs, unique geomor-
phology and culture. According
to the 2011 Census, Lakshadweep
has a population of 64,429 per-
sons. More than 93% of the pop-
ulation are indigenous and Mus-
lims.

“We have heard from our
elders that when there was no
supply of vegetables or grains
from the mainland, they survived
by eating coconut and fish,” says
Abdul Khader, former president,
gram panchayat, Kavaratti (2017-
2022).

Nearly everything, except
coconut, some local fruits and
fish. has to be shipped to Lak-

shadweep's islands. If cargc
doesn’t arrive on time, locals
have to make do with what they
have.

Lakshadweep is among the
most developed societies ir
India, with an equitable, highly
literate population with high lev.
els of well-being, according to
those tracking the islands for
years.

It has a literacy rate of 93.71%
human development index of
0.75 compared to 0.6 for India as
a whole; gender ratio of 945
females out of 1000 males
income inequality index of 21.0¢
compared to 35.7 for India,
research by Lakshadweep
Research Collective, a diverse
group of ecological, social and
legal researchers, has shown.

Rohan Arthur, scientist
oceans and coasts, with Nature
Conservation Foundation, says
that tourism is likely to be a criti:
cal element in any developmen-
tal plan for Lakshadweep. But il
is important to deliberate on
what kind of tourism, he insists

“As we move towards a cli-
mate resilient future, we need tc
consider non-extractive ways of
supporting the economy of Lak-
shadweep in ways that directly
benefit local communities..
whatever forms of developmen
take place on these islands, they
need to take into account the cli-
mate vulnerabilities of the
place.”

HT reached out to Lakshad-
weepadministrator Praful Pate!
Khoda for an interview on the
concerns facing Lakshadweep
“All your queries and interview
requests have been sent to the
honourable administrator’s
office but he is not available for
an interview because of his
extremely busy schedule in view
of VIPs visiting the UTs,” his
office replied.

Congress leader Muhammed
Hamdullah Sayeed, the UT's sole
MP, meanwhile, said, “Lakshad:
weep has an extremely sensitive
ecology. No project can be
approved here without consider:
ing this fragility. Very robust
environment impact assessment
is needed for any project that is
taken up here. It is important to
understand that we have not
contributed to this crisis so we
should not be bearing the brunt.”



Instability and uncertainty stalk Bangladesh

t is often mentioned that the fate of

individuals and nations hang by a slender

thread. On August 5 this year, even as

Muhammad Yunus (the current head/chief
adviser of the interim government in Bangladesh)
was to be arraigned before a court of law for
certain alleged actions against the State, the then
Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina, was compelled to
resign and flee the country to neighbouring India.
This was a sequel to several weeks of protests
over a ‘quota system’, reserving a percentage of
all government jobs to descendants of “freedom’
fighters involved in Bangladesh's “war of
independence’. The government's heavy-handed
measures to suppress the student demonstrations
had led to a groundswell of protest against the
government, and Sheikh Hasina herself. Even
after the proposal for the ‘quota system’ was
withdrawn, massive protests continued,
signalling the depth of anger against the
government, and Sheikh Hasina personally,
compelling her to flee.

Bangladesh currently has an interim
government headed by Mr. Yunus, an economist,
which has the backing of the Army, and with
students functioning as the ‘storm-troopers”. In
quick succession, the Chief Justice, the central
bank governor, a host of university
vice-chancellors and other key personnel were
compelled to step down. The main charge
levelled against Sheikh Hasina is that she had
become a virtual dictator, trampling on the civil
liberties of citizens and embarking on high
handed actions against her political opponents.

Still early days but much can happen

It would be invidious to characterise Sheikh
Hasina's ouster as a victory for ‘democratic
forces’. No doubt, it has some of the
characteristics of the ‘Prague Spring’ that rocked
Czechoslovakia in the mid-20th century, but the
world does not have to be reminded of how the
revolt was snuffed out within a short time frame.
There may be no equivalent of the “Warsaw Pact
Powers’ (which ended the Prague students'
revolt) on the horizon in Bangladesh as of now.
Today's major powers, essentially the United
States and China, however, have a huge stake in
how matters tum out and are not averse to
meddling in Bangladesh.

What happened in Bangladesh does not
conform to a classical ‘colour’ revolution
instigated by the U.S. or the West, but it has
provided scope for the ‘Big Powers' to meddle in
the affairs of Bangladesh, anxious to secure a
base for themselves in South Asia, as part of their
larger designs.

Much will depend on the turn of events. In the
first flush of exuberance and anger against Sheikh
Hasina, vandalism seemed to reach its apogee,
with images of Sheikh Hasina and even the statue
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of the nation’s founding father, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, becoming targets of riotous mobs. The
pasition of Mr. Yunus itself appears tenuous at
this stage, and it is uncertain how long the Army
would support the present arrangement.
Pressure from political parties to hold early
elections is already evident, and if and when
elections are announced, it could shatter the
surface calm.

Areas of danger

The real concemn is whether the ‘democracy
deficit’, which Sheikh Hasina helped perpetuate
to overcome political obstacles, can be offset
democratically, or whether it would lead to
another round of violent events. A worrying
aspect is the increasing rode of Islamist parties in
Bangladesh which, in recent years, has become a
potent force. An India intent on maintaining a
balance between religion and politics would find
the growing presence of radical Islamist entities a
potent danger.

What India can at present possibly hope for is
that the people of esh would continue to
remember India's role in the early 1970s, which
led to the creation of an independent state of
Bangladesh. Also that any and future
governments would display the same degree of
warmth as the outgoing Sheikh Hasina regime.
While many in India have not forgotten the ‘dark
days’ of the early 1970s — when India had to fight
a war with Pakistan on the one hand and cope
with a hostile U.S. at another level, intent on
detaching India from Russia — so as to bring
about the independence of East Pakistan (later to
become Bangladesh), India can only hope that
similar sentiments still prevail in Bangladesh,
notwithstanding the degree of hostility towards
Sheikh Hasina and the Awami League.

For its part, India must acknowledge, and be
grateful for, the support extended by Bangladesh
over the years in dealing with militant groups
belonging to India's northeast, that had sought
sanctuary there and become a scourge for India’s
security establishment. Under Sheikh Hasina
these militants could no longer find sanctuary in
Bangladesh. A prolonged period of uncertainty in
Bangladesh following recent developments could
well result in the regrouping of, and revival of
militant activities in India by groups such as the
United Liberation Front of Asom, the Mizo
National Front and the NSCN.

Meanwhile, the West, which generally views
events across the globe through the prism of
geo-politics, is already putting out the idea that
Bangladesh might well become the crucible for
the next phase of conflict between India and
China. Undoubtedly, both India and China have
important stakes in Bangladesh. More recently,
Bangladesh has begun to make certain overtures
to China to accommodate its economic and

defence needs. It is quite possible that with the
edlipse of Sheikh Hasina, the successor regime in
Bangladesh might well seek to strengthen its
China connection, even as Sheikh Hasina was
seen to be manifestly pro-India. All this is,
however, in the realm of conjecture, and it may
be too early to view Bangladesh through the
prism of geo-politics — China, India, the U.S. et al.

Compounding problems for India

For an India, wrestling with the problem of
having to deal with difficult and uncertain
situations along much of its periphery, specially
to the west and the northwest, the Bangladesh
developments could not have come at a worse
time. In the east, it now confronts a Bangladesh
that appears set to shift from being a friendly
neighbour to a problem state. The vexed issue of
the Rohingya Muslims, which needed an early
solution, will, in all likelihood, be put on the back
burner for now.

Myanmar is currently controlled by a clutch of
generals (who are not above being enticed by
western military advisers), and while the generals
may not be overtly hostile to India at present,
they do not see themselves as being in step with
it. Lurking in the background are again certain
external forces — not only China and Pakistan —
who are likely to fish in these troubled waters.
This could exert a pincer-type stranglehold on
India's ambition to achieve a peaceful and
prosperous South Asia.

India may, hence, need to devise a new set of
strategies to deal with the emerging situation.
One myth that has already been exploded is that
India had little to fear from developments to its
east and south. Both regions have today become
highly problematic, to say the least. The threat
from China also looms larger than ever before if,
as is being anticipated, it could secure a
beachhead in a post-Sheikh Hasina Bangladesh. A
simultaneous strengthening of the China-Pakistan
axis would thereafter pose a threat of a kind that
had not existed for several years. More than
anything else, it is the spectre of Islamist
radicalism that could well haunt the entire region
— more so in Bangladesh at this time alongside
the threat of a possible link up between radical
Islamist elements in Bangladesh, Myanmar,
Thailand and Southeast Asia.

The troubles in Bangladesh are by no means
over. Violent street protests are usually a
precursor for events that seldom have a good
ending. The experience of other countries is that
students seldom achieve through protests what
they seek. This has been the recent experience in
Europe and elsewhere. Movements of this kind
tend to be usually taken over by forces inimical to
democracy. Consequently, India faces a moral
and security dilemma in the wake of recent

events in Bangladesh.



Cabinet approves 10,900-cr.
scheme for e-mobility push

PM E-Drive scheme aims to enable procurement of e-buses, setting up 72000 charging stations:
plan offers subsidies or demand incentives worth 33679 crore, savs Ministry of Heavy Industries

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

he Union Cabinet
T on Wednesday ap-
proved a scheme

with an outlay of 110,900
crore to provide for pro-
curement of ebuses as
well as for setting up more
than 72,000 charging sta-
tions for EV batteries in ci-
ties and on highways to ad-
dress ‘range anxiety'
among buyers.

The scheme, named PM
Electric Drive Revolution
in Innovative Vehicle En-
hancement (PM E-Drive),
will be valid for two years.,

Charge booster

PM E-Drive scheme, approved by the Union Cabinet, aims to
address range anoety among EV buyers

» Scheme, valid for twa years, will support 24,79 lakh e-2Ws, 3.16

Lakh e 3Ws, 14 028 o buses

® ¥4 _39] cr. for pracurement
af 14,028 e-buses by State
transpart undertalongs of 9 cities

® 32000 cr. to set up changng
stations in Cities with high

EV penetration and on some
select mghways

According to a press
statement from the Minis-
try of Heavy Industries, the
scheme also offers subsi-
dies or demand incentives

worth 3,679 crore for e-
two wheelers (e-2Ws), e-
three wheelers (e-3Ws), e-
ambulances, and e-trucks
to buyers. The scheme will

support 24.79 lakh e-2Ws,
3.16 lakh e-3WSs, and 14,028
e-buses, the Ministry ad-
ded. A total of ¥4,391 crore
will be set aside under the
scheme for procurement
of 14,028 e-buses by state
transport undertakings for
9 cities with a population
of more than 40 lakh,
namely Delhi, Mumbai,
Kolkata, Chennai, Ahme-
dabad, Surat, Bangalore,
Pune and Hyderabad.

The scheme also pro-
vides tor 12,000 crore to
set up charging stations in
select cities with high EV
penetration and on some
specihied highways.



